
Air Force One Experience  
Educator’s Guide for a Successful Visit

On behalf of the entire flight crew at the Air Force One Experience we look forward to your 
visit with your students. As an educator there will be lessons and experiences you will provide 
your students that will be remembered their entire lives and learning opportunities that can 
change their lives. It is our hope that your time with us will be one of these moments for 
your students.

In assisting you for a successful visit to the exhibit we offer a few suggestions to assist your 
students in creating a better understanding of Presidential travel and the Presidency of the 
United States of America.

Presidents of the United States have traveled since the first President, George Washington. 
The mode of travel started with the horse followed by major initiatives in transportation.

A review of the geography of our great nation and the world including states and territories 
will assist the student in better understanding the distances the President needs to travel.

Also a review of the President’s terms of office will give the students an ease in following the 
flow of information each will be experience during their time with us.
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•	 Have students select a President from the different eras of our 
country’s history.  Students should give a brief history of the 
Presidency.  How did the President travel?  The most significant 
place he traveled and the reason for the trip. Was there a great 
outcome for the journey?

•	 Who travels with the President?  Explore a modern day President 
looking at the people who made the journey with him.

•	 On your school grounds map out the size of Air Force One 747. 

•	 If you were to secure a job on Air Force One, what position would 
that be and what are the expectations for a person in the position.

•	 The blank bulletin board:  Create a bulletin board in your classroom 
around your visit. Develop the bulletin board with the students.  
Give each student a space to place a photo after the visit with a brief 
summary for under the photo.

•	 Before and after activity:  Students should write a description of 
what he or she expects to see while touring the Air Force One 
Exhibit.  Place into a sealed envelop.  After the tour ask the students 
to write what each exactly experienced. Give the students the sealed 
envelop and ask to compare the writings before and after visiting.

•	 Write a persuasive letter to the President asking him to visit a place, 
anywhere in the world. Give your reasons for making this request 
and what you believe will be the positive outcome for the visit.

•	 Research:  Select a State for the President to visit.  Make a list of all 
airports within the State.  See which airports have a long enough 
runway for Air Force One to land.

•	 The President is traveling on board Air Force One that will include 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Plan the menu for these two meals 
including the items you will need to serve the meals. By the way, 
what about healthy snacks.

•	 Research the requirements to be a pilot of a 747.  Note within this 
study, the background checks on a person. A great opening for a 
healthy life style and excellent record.

•	 Have your students research more facts on Presidential travel.

•	 Create your own book Presidential Travel Through Our Eyes.

•	 First	President	to	travel	by	Train:	
Andrew	Jackson	1833

•	 First	President	to	travel	by	
Airplane:	Teddy	Roosevelt

•	 First	President	to	travel	by	Car:	
Teddy	Roosevelt

•	 First	President	to	travel	by	
Submarine:	Teddy	Roosevelt

•	 First	President	to	travel	
by	Helicopter:	Dwight	D.	
Eisenhower		

•	 First	President	to	travel	on	Air	
Force	One	747:	George	H	Bush

•	 First	President	to	travel	to	
Europe	while	in	office:	Woodrow	
Wilson

•	 Air	Force	One	can	be	refueled	
while	flying.

•	 Today	there	are	TWO	Air	Force	
One	747	planes

•	 In	remote	places,	several	cargo	
planes	land	with	prior	to	
the	arrival	of	Air	Force	One.	
Included	in	the	cargo	is	the	
President’s	personal	car.

•	 Any	airplane	the	President	of	the	
United	States	travels	on	is	given	
the	name	Air	Force	One.

Activities Prior To Your Visit:

The Air Force One Experience awaits your arrival.
Welcome on Board!

Facts to Make the 
Visit More Fun
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