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3 ChildREN'S dEMOCRACy PROjECT

dear Teacher,

Thank you for helping to connect your students to an innovative experience in 

government and civic responsibility. 

Air Force One is a powerful symbol of American democracy - at home and around 

the world - and the Boeing 747 is a marvel of American engineering and ingenuity. 

it revolutionized the way the United States of America interacts with the world. 

Educators, exhibit designers and former crew members of Air Force One have 

joined together to tell the fascinating story of American democracy in flight. 

The Children’s democracy Project transformed this full-size Boeing 747 aircraft to 

help empower young people to reach their potential and make a positive difference 

in the world. We want every child to know that, no matter what their personal 

circumstances, they have the ability to become President of the United States. And 

at the very least, they have the power to shape the future with their vote.

Please let us know if we can do anything to assist you in this mission. We thank you 

for shaping the lives of future presidents!

Sincerely,  

The Children's democracy Project

CHILDREN'S 
DEMOCRA-
CY PROJECT



4 TEAChER’S GUidE

“A primary object should be the education of our youth in the science of government. 

In a republic, what species of knowledge can be equally important?” 

- George Washington

GOALS
The mission of the Air Force One Experience is to educate students about the importance of democracy, 
civic responsibility, and the right to vote. 

it is also a goal of the Children’s democracy Project to assist teachers use this aircraft and experience 
as a teaching tool; we want to empower you to lead your students in this process and foster a deeper 
connection between teachers, students, and our democratic system of government. 

THIS "TEACHER'S GUIDE" IS DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS:

PART I: PRE-VISIT: suggestions on how best to prepare yourself and your students for your experience.

PART II: ONSITE VISIT: an itinerary to maximize your time spent at the aircraft.

PART III: POST-VISIT: follow-up activities to synthesize what the students have learned and increase 
likelihood of retention.

TEACHER’S GUIDE



5 PART i: PRE-ViSiT

it’s important to familiarize yourself with some of the basics surrounding the Air Force One Experience so 
you can feel confident in leading your students. It’s also very important to adequately prepare your students 
before their trip. Therefore, we suggest the following pre-visit activities.

ACTIVITIES TO DO ON YOUR OWN

• Recommended: visit the aircraft! The best way to prepare is to visit the aircraft yourself. We are pleased 
to allow you and your family complimentary access to the exhibit up to one month in advance of your 
class trip. Please contact us to arrange your ViP visit. 

• Listen to the Audio Tour (www.AirForceOne.oncell.com). The tour is narrated by Chief Master Sergeant 
Howie Franklin (Ret.), head flight attendant aboard Air Force One for five consecutive presidents. The 
tour is full of great information you can share with your students. There is a 35 minute segment of 
content in the audio tour.

ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH YOUR STUDENTS

Before the class visit, we recommend engaging your students in a discussion about the democratic process 
and the basics of how it works. inform your students that you are going to visit the Air Force One Experience 
- and to prepare, you are going to have a class discussion about what the airplane is, and what it represents.

Select any combination of the questions below for discussion: 
DISCUSSION QUESTION 1: KING VS. PRESIDENT

• What is a “king”? What is a “president”? 

• How are they alike? How are they different? What did the American colonies have? And what do we 
have now? Which do you feel is a better and more just system of government?

• What is a “monarchy”? (from Greek “mon” meaning “one” + “arch” meaning "ruler;" so it is a 
government with “one ruler” - a king) 

• What is a “republic”? (a government without a king)

• What is a “democracy”? (a government where ultimate power is in the people; leaders are elected by 
the people)

• So the United States is a republic - because we have a government with no king; and a democracy 
because we choose our leaders by voting.

 CONNECT THE DISCUSSION TO AIR FORCE ONE:

• Example: Our country, the United States of America, has a President (not a King). And we live in 
a republic. We are able to freely vote to choose who our President will be, therefore we have a 
democracy. And this plane - Air Force One - is the plane of the American President. 

• This airplane is an important symbol of our country and our democratic system of government.

PART I: PRE-VISIT
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DISCUSSION QUESTION 2: WHO OWNS AIR FORCE ONE? 

• Does it belong to the President? Does he or she personally own it?

• Or does it belong to the American people… does it belong to all of us? And does it, at some level, 
belong to… you?! (The answer is yes!)

DISCUSSION QUESTION 3: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO SOLVE DISAGREEMENTS? 

• Through force (war) or through words (diplomacy)? 

• Explain the concepts of diplomacy and war - as ways to respond to disagreements between countries.

• People are always going to have disagreements. So which is a better way to solve disagreements: 
through fighting… or talking? (between individuals)  Or, on a national level, War or Diplomacy?  

 CONNECT THE DISCUSSION TO AIR FORCE ONE:

• Air Force One is the way the American President conducts diplomacy. This way he can try to solve 
disagreements with other countries through words (diplomacy) and not through force (war).

• Even in the age of the Internet, with FaceTime and video calls, the most effective way to talk to other 
people is face to face!
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When you lead your class through the exhibit, you’ll notice signs (numbered 1 - 35) throughout the tour 
experience.  Stop at each sign along the way, and use the following talking points:

AIRCRAFT EXTERIOR: SITES 1 - 7

STOP 1: A Symbol of the United States of America

• Now that you are standing in front of this amazing aircraft, remind the class:

• What is this airplane? (plane of the American President)

• What is its primary purpose? (helping the President to communicate face to face with people - with 
American citizens and with leaders around the world)

• When you are looking at this plane, you’re looking at a powerful symbol of the United States 
of America; our democracy; and our values as a nation. What values do you think this plane 
represents?

STOP 2: The Airplane of all Americans

• Key question: Who does this plane belong to?

• It is used by the American President but he does not own it. it belongs to the American people. That 
means that this plane belongs to you!

• Point out the large letters written atop the plane: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. The key word there 
is “united”. We are all united as Americans!

• No matter who you are - regardless of your skin color, religion, or how much (or little) money you 
have - if you are an American citizen, this is your airplane. 

• Ask the class what they feel when they look at this amazing plane. Pride? Patriotism? Encourage them 
to share emotions, since this experience is about more than just facts and information; it’s a unique 
chance to create an emotional connection between children and our American system of government!

• Chief Master Sergeant Howie Franklin (Ret.), head flight attendant for Air Force One for five presidents, 
says he feels like this plane represents the "goodness" of America. He has seen people cry, just looking 
at it, because of what it means to them!

PART II: ONSITE EXPERIENCE
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STOP 3: A Military Operation

• Look at the Secret Service vehicle. The job of the Secret Service is to protect the President, wherever 
he or she goes. 

• To ensure his or her safety, any time the President travels, it’s a military operation. Can you guess which 
branch of the military operates Air Force One? You have five choices: Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, 
and Coast Guard. (It’s the Air Force! Hence… “Air Force One”)

STOP 4: Powerful Engines!

• Think about how big and how powerful this airplane is. How powerful do these engines need to be to 
lift this giant structure into the air?!

• There are four CF6-class engines… each one is 9 feet wide, 14 feet long, and nearly 10,000 pounds! 

• Air Force One can fly nearly 8,000 miles non-stop — that’s a third of the way around the world. And it 
can be refueled in mid-air by another aircraft!

STOP 5: Giant Wheels

• Walk up to the wheels - reach out and touch 
them!

• Imagine how strong the tires - and entire landing 
structure - must be to withstand the tremendous 
impact of this plane when it lands.

• Remember that even though people think of 
the President when they see this plane, it takes 
a team of hundreds of dedicated people to 
make it all work. Think about the mechanics, 
who check everything to ensure its safety; the 
pilots; the flight attendants; the maintenance 
people; the air traffic control people; the military 
personnel who track the plane and keep it safe. 
imagine the hundreds of people you don’t see 
who make all of this work!
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STOP 6: The Science of Flight (Lift!)

• This is an amazing view of the aircraft. Wing to wing, this 747 aircraft is 200 feet across! It’s 6 stories tall. 

• What makes a plane fly? It’s a force called “LIFT”. Lift happens when you have a curved surface - like 
a wing - that allows air to pass over the top side faster than the bottom side. A wing is slightly curved 
on top, and flat on bottom - so when it’s moving forward through the air, the air travels faster over the 
top… and that lifts the plane!

• You’ve done this too! If you’ve ever stuck your hand out a car window and curved your hand - you 
felt it being pulled up. You created lift - just like an airplane wing does! (Teacher demonstrate hand 
movement)

STOP 7: NASA Stair Truck

• One of the President’s jobs is to inspire the American people. One example of that is when President 
John F. Kennedy challenged us to land on the moon - which we did, thanks to NASA, in 1969.

• Look up at the side of the stair truck - see where it says “NASA”? This is an actual stair-truck from NASA, 
which means “National Aeronautics and Space Administration”.

• If you’ve ever dreamed of being an astronaut, you’d be working for NASA!

PlEASE NOTE: 
• We’re about to enter 

the plane! When we 
go inside, we will enter 
the “History & Science 
Annex” - to see what a 
747 looks like before 
it’s finished for the 
President. here we go!

• Teacher, please instruct 
children to be calm 
and safe - on their best 
behavior - as they climb 
the stairs.
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HISTORY ANNEX: SITES 8 - 16 
When you enter the aircraft, please remind the students to be respectful of the plane and other people. 

STOP 8: Horse & Carriage

• Look at the exhibit wall. This is the “Timeline of Presidential Travel” - showing how Presidential travel 
has changed over time.

• Start with the first President. Who is it? (George Washington)

• He doesn’t have an airplane, does he? What does he use to travel? (horse and carriage)

• The United States was a very different kind of country from ones that had existed before. Here, the 
people freely choose their president by voting for him (or her!). This was very different from a king, 
who were not elected by the people. 

• From George Washington on, it has always been very important for the American President to be able 
to travel and communicate with the American people. 

• Why do you think it’s important for the President to travel and talk with the people?

• What do you think George Washington would say if he stepped on this plane?

STOP 9: First Newspaper Mention of Presidential Travel

• This newspaper is from 1791. It’s the very first newspaper account we have of a president traveling!  

• The article is on the left side, in the middle of the page, second column from the left; a small headline 
that says “Fredericksburg”.

STOP 10: Locomotive (1833)

• The next big innovation in Presidential travel was… the locomotive! It allowed Presidents to travel 
farther, faster and more comfortably.

• It was big… and powerful… and every President wanted to be seen on one.

• Think about what a big advancement that must have been at the time:  to go from a horse… to a train!

• Today, many political leaders still like to hearken back to this time - by doing “whistle-stop tours” on 
trains. President-Elect Obama did one before his inauguration in 2009.
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STOP 11: Automobile (1909)

• Imagine America without cars! Well, before the car, the White House used to have stables - to store the 
President’s horses!

• But once the car became popular, the White House stables were converted into a car garage.

• The word “automobile” comes from Latin: “mobile” meaning “to move”, and “auto” meaning “self”.

• Photos of the American President using the car - here William Taft - helped them become mainstream 
with the American people. look at the photo - he sure looks happy!

STOP 12: Airplane (1932)

• If it was an amazing invention to create a “self-driving machine” (the automobile), imagine how 
shocking it was the President to lift off the earth - and fly in an airplane!

• The first President to fly on an airplane on an official government trip was Franklin D. Roosevelt. See 
photo.

• During World War II, he flew across the Atlantic Ocean to meet with British leader Winston Churchill to 
demand the surrender of the Axis powers.

• The First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt, was upset that the President was going to miss his 61st birthday. So 
special arrangements were made — and they had a mid-air birthday celebration. See the photo?

STOP 13: Yacht (1933)

• There were Presidential boats - like the USS Sequoia (see photo) - but boats never quite caught on the 
way other forms of Presidential travel did.

• Why do you think that is? (comparatively slow; expensive; danger from weather and enemy threat; 
plus, it wasn’t “new” - sailing and boats have been around for thousands of years and lacked the 
feeling of innovation and advancement that other forms of transportation represented)
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STOP 14: Jet (1959)

• Look at the top photo. That’s the first presidential jet! (looks very different from today's Air Force One, 
doesn’t it?)

• President John F. Kennedy and First Lady Jackie Kennedy thought the Presidential airplane should be a 
beautiful symbol of America.

• They hired a famous designer - the same person who designed the famous old-fashioned Coke bottle 
- to create a new design for the plane.

• Look at the old design (top) and the new design. Which do you like better - and why? Which is more 
befitting of the American President? 

STOP 15: Mechanics of the 747

• Take a moment and looks around the unfinished part of the plane. The walls. The ceiling. What do you 
notice? What’s interesting?

• Up above, look at the cables running front to back. Those are the steering cables - when the pilots turn 
the controls, these cables turn the tail of the plane.

• The Boeing 747 is an amazing and complex achievement. This plane is made up of over six million 
parts!

• You can also see a seat from the original Air Force One (in glass case).

STOP 16: The Press Pool

• In the real Air Force One, the back of the plane (this area) is where the media sits.  It’s called the “press 
pool”.

• It’s the media’s job to travel with the President, see what he is doing, and report it back to the American 
people. 

• Do you think this is an important job? Why or why not?

AIR FORCE ONE FILM:

Next you and the class will watch a 5-minute film about Air Force One. Please sit down and make sure 
everyone listens!
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PRESIDENTIAL CABIN: SITES 17 - 35

STOP 17: You as President!

• You are now about to enter the re-created forward cabin of Air Force One!

• Tell your students… YOU are now President. Imagine that YOU have been elected by your fellow 
Americans - to lead this country. imagine that this is your aircraft - and yOU are President of the United 
States!

• Your first mission… is to enter the Hall of Presidents - and learn about the people who have occupied 
this job before you. Are you ready?!

STOP 18: President Barack Obama

• Point out the photo of President Obama 
on Air Force One.

• This is the “First Dog”. Does anyone know 
his name? (Bo)

• What can anyone tell us about President 
Barack Obama? (encourage students to 
share any important facts or facets about 
him)

STOP 19: President George W. Bush

• This is President George W. Bush flying 
aboard Air Force One.

• Any guesses what is happening here? 

• He is flying in Air Force One and seeing the devastation in New Orleans in 2005 after Hurricane 
Katrina. Do you know what that was - and what happened?

• What do you think President Bush was feeling when this photo was taken?
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STOP 20: President Bill Clinton

• President Clinton loved music - and he himself is a musician. What instrument does he play? 
(saxophone)

• He was famous for playing loud rock n' roll music on the speakers all over Air Force One. So the flight 
attendants bought him the stereo in the photo - so the whole plane didn’t have to listen to it!

STOP 21: President George H.W. Bush

• This is President George W. Bush’s father. They’re only one of two father/son presidential teams in 
American history. (the other is John Adams/John Quincy Adams)

• In this photo, the President is in the press pool in the back of the aircraft. He’s answering questions 
from the media.

• The woman reporter on the right is Helen Thomas - she was a reporter for more than 60 years! And she 
was famous for asking hard questions!

• What does is it look like is going on here? What expression does the President have on his face?

STOP 22: President Ronald Reagan

• This is President Reagan - in sweatpants! We tend to think of the President as always in a suit and tie. 
But the President is a real person - and he likes to be comfortable, just like you do.

STOP 23: President Gerald Ford

• This is President Ford, also in the press pool.

• He’s shaking a young female reporter’s hand. That is Helen Thomas, the same reporter we saw a 
couple of photos (and presidents) ago!

STOP 24: President Richard Nixon

• Does anyone know who this President is?

• What is he probably most famous for? (becoming the first and only president to resign from office)
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STOP 25: President Lyndon Johnson

• President Johnson was very famous because he was President in the 1960s, during the time of the civil 
rights movement for African-Americans and people of color. he signed an important law called the 
Civil Rights Act - which made it illegal to discriminate against people for their skin color, gender, or 
religion.

• He was a very tall man - 6’3”. But he liked to sit in special chairs that made him even taller!

STOP 26: Presidents Kennedy & Roosevelt

• This picture up top is President John F. Kennedy. Can anyone tell me anything about him? (just look for 
one fact)

• And this picture is President Franklin D. Roosevelt celebrating his birthday on the plane.

• The next stop is an important one… the President’s Conference Room!

STOP 27: Conference Room

• What do think this room is? (the Conference Room)

• What do you think it’s used for? (important meetings with the President and the President’s staff)

• It’s quiet now… but imagine this room full of people… phones ringing, keyboards typing, people 
talking, shouting. Really important discussions happen here - and important decisions get made.

• Remember, you’re the President. What issue is really important to you? If you could call a meeting and 
solve one problem right now, what would it be?

STOP 28: Food on Air Force One!

• This is the kitchen - or as you call it on a plane or boat, the “galley”.

• What do you think the food is like on Air Force One? Simple or fancy?

• The food is really pretty simple. The President might have a salad or a sandwich. Remember - the job 
of this airplane isn’t to be fancy or like a hotel: it’s purpose isto help the President travel… so he or she 
can serve the American people - you and me!

• What food would you want aboard, now that you’re President?
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STOP 29: Senior Staff Room

• This is a meeting room for the President’s closest advisors. There are just four chairs in here. 

• It’s a place they can tuck into and have private conversations about important issues.

• And sometimes you’ll find people sleeping on these chairs - because there are only two beds on this 
plane, and they’re for the President and his wife! Everyone else has to sleep in chairs,on couches or on 
the floor!

STOP 30: Flight Deck

• Up these stairs is the cockpit and flight deck - where the pilots are who fly this plane.

• Because this plane is so big, and so important, you have two pilots (to steer and control the plane), a 
flight engineer; and then the radio operators. 

• What are some qualities you think a pilot should have to fly Air Force One?

STOP 31: The Infirmary… or “Sick Room”

• You’re the President - and it’s very important that you stay healthy, isn’t it?

• That’s why we have the “Infirmary” on the plane - which is really like a mini-hospital.

• If you get sick, you have everything you need to get well. There’s always a doctor on board, just for 
you!

STOP 32: Air Force One… Candy Bag!

• President Reagan (the President we saw in sweatpants) loved candy. Especially jelly beans!

• They make special Air Force One candy, with special boxes and packaging - you can see some in the 
case here – to encourage kids on board to behave.

STOP 33: The Presidential Office

• This is the President’s private, personal office - your personal office! 

• Does anyone know what the President’s Office in the White House is called? (the Oval Office)

• They call this the “Oval Office in the sky”.

• You have everything you need to run the country - from 40,000 feet in the air.

• Look around the office. What do you notice? Does anything catch your eye? 
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STOP 34: Presidential Bedroom

• We’re standing in the very farthest room forward - in the nose of the aircraft.  This is the President’s 
private room and where he or she sleeps.  

• A little secret… these aren’t beds. They’re couches - that fold into beds!

• Look around - see the “earth-tone” colors? Beige, tans, browns. This was designed by President 
Reagan’s wife, Nancy Reagan, in the 1980s. They lived in Palm Springs, which is the desert of southern 
California. She wanted colors that would remind her of the American Southwest.

• What do you notice about this bedroom? Do you think you could be comfortable in here on long 
flights to different countries? 

STOP 35: Presidential Walk down the Stairs (before exiting the aircraft)

• We’re about to exit the airplane and take the 
famous walk down the stairs - just like so many 
American presidents have done before. Now 
it’s your turn!

• Imagine… thousands of people have 
gathered outside to see you walk down these 
stairs. Media and photographers are waiting 
to take your picture.

• Before we leave, let’s do a quick re-cap: 

• As President of the United States, what is 
your job? (to serve the American people; 
protect the safety of the country)

• And who can be President? (anybody that is 
an American citizen - this means you!)

• And how do we choose the President? (by 
voting for him or her)

• And lastly, who gets to vote? (we all do, 
once we’re 18 years old!)

• So even if we don’t become President, 
we all still get to decide who becomes 
President!

• Ok, now let’s turn and walk down the stairs - and be sure to wave to the crowds!
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PART III: POST-VISIT

Following your visit, we suggest these activities to help your students think about and process some of their 
experience:

• Letter-writing. Have every student write a letter to the President (they will receive a letter back from 
the White House!). This teaches them that civic engagement is vital - and they have the ability to 
participate!

• We have a letter-writing station immediately following the tour. Please enter our tent and ask for one 
of our “Flight Crew” to assist your class.

• Mock debate. You can arrange a mock debate in which the class is divided into two groups and 
encouraged to take opposing sides of a question. The goal is to teach students the art of diplomacy - 
as the President attempts to do when using Air Force One.



We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for joining our 
mission to educate and inspire the next generation of leaders.

We view you - our youth’s educators and teachers - as valued 
partners in this mission. We very much welcome your thoughts and 
comments at any time. Please let us know if there is anything we can 
do to enhance your experience with your students - before, during, 
or after your visit. 

Always feel free to communicate with the “Flight Crew” while onsite 
at the aircraft, or email us at education@childrensdemocracy.com. 
We are eager to hear any and all feedback you may have.

Very Sincerely,  
Office of Educational Development 
The Children’s democracy Project
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